
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
JOHN’S GOSPEL 1:13-25 

 

 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple, 
he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, 
 and the money changers sitting at the counters there. 

 
 

Making a whip out of some cord,  
he drove them all out of the Temple, 

cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their 
tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, 

‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house 
 into a market.’   

 
 

Then his disciples remembered the words of scripture: 
Zeal for your house will devour me. 

The Jews intervened and said, 
‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ 

 
 

Jesus answered.  ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days 
 I will raise it up’.  The Jews replied,  

‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: 
are you going to rise it up in three days?’ 

but he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body. 
When Jesus rose from the dead, 

his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they believed the scripture and the words he had said. 

 
 

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover 
many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he gave, 

but Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; 
he never needed evidence about any person; 

he could tell what a person had within. 
 



 

THE TEMPLE OF THE HEART 

 
In last Sunday’s Gospel we encounter Jesus as a strong and courageous man who is operating 
from his centre of truth, his love of God and neighbour.  The Gospel takes us to the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  To the Jews the Temple in Jerusalem was the sign of God’s presence.  God who 
had journeyed with them down through the ages.  Therefore, the Temple was a sacred place.  
A place of worship. 

 
The scene in John’s Gospel is set around the celebration of the Jewish Passover - the central feast 
of the  Jewish people celebrating their liberation from Egypt. The custom of the day was to make 
an offering of doves, and animals as a ritual sacrifice to fulfil the law.  The sellers in the temple area 
provided a necessary service to the pilgrims who needed a supply of animals.  As temple coins could 
only be used, moneychangers were needed to change people’s money into temple coins. Jesus, 
observing the scene, began to see that the traders had no interest in the sacred and in the things of 
God.  They were more interested in making money and gaining financial advantage, especially of 
the poor from their privileged positions.   Their hearts became consumed with greed.   Jesus could 
see that the temple had become a place of worship without reverence.  As Jesus observed what was 
happening, he became consumed with passion and power for the honour of his Father.  John tells us 
that Jesus made a whip out of cord and he drove them all out of the temple.  He overturned the 
moneylender’s tables and said at the top of his voice ‘Take all of this out of here and stop turning 
my Father’s house into a market.’ By doing this Jesus is undermining something that is at the very 
heart of every pious Jew. To them it is an act of blasphemy.  

 

 Jesus did not get angry on his own account.  His anger resulted from his love of God and neighbour.   
Jesus is uncompromising in his challenge to all forms of exclusiveness, collusion, injustice, 
dishonesty, and oppression. Driving them all out of the Temple he was protesting that religion had 
become narrow and exclusive. The Temple which was meant to be a house of prayer for all nations 
had become a guarded possession of Israel and the Jews. Jesus doesn’t attack any person, in turning 
over the tables, he was attacking the dishonest economic system that makes a profit from the poor 
as they offered sacrifice to God.  He was openly declaring that the whole temple worship with its 
ritual of animal sacrifice was irrelevant and could do nothing to bring people closer to God. He was 
replacing sacrificial worship with spiritual worship. 

 

 We can image how infuriated the leaders of the temple were with Jesus.  They called out, ‘What 
sign can you show to justify what you have done.’  Jesus refuses to be accountable to those who 
questioned him about his actions. Instead, he declares that his own body – the Temple of God, the 
dwelling place of the Holy Spirit will be destroyed and after three days will be raised up again. Jesus 
also uses the occasion to prophesise that this kind of worship would come to an end and so would 
the temple itself.  In the future there would be a new temple. A temple of the human heart. 

 

 

 



  
 
 
We might well ask, what is the Gospel saying to us?  It highlights the importance of operating from 
our centre of truth.  We can stay passive and content with the way things are or we can have the 
courage to take up our responsibility and speak out where life is taken from us, others or in a 
situation.  We too must be uncompromising in our challenge to all forms of dishonesty, injustice, 
exclusion.   Then to have the ability to stand with integrity in tack - to be what we are. ‘To say what 
you mean and mean what you say.  We are also being reminded that that the important thing in life 
is not what we own but what we are.  How do we measure what we are? It is by looking into our 
heart.  We can easily forget that all our thoughts, desires, words, and actions flow from our heart.  
Our heart is a dwelling place, housing the energy and potential of God’s life.  A temple through 
which God becomes present in the world.  We must always make sure to have love in our heart.  We 
can only love with the amount of love that is in us. Whether we are conscious of it or not, we can 
only love others precisely as we love ourselves. 
 

 Lent provides us with the opportunity to do some spring-cleaning, a time to refurbish our hearts. In 
one way or another, all our hearts have been wounded by such things as disappointment, ingratitude, 
grief, rejection, and betrayal. All of us need to guard our hearts against such things as anger, 
resentment, and bitterness. To be grateful for all that has happened in our lives, the bad as well as 
the good, the sorrows as well as the joys.  When we look back over our lives, we see that the things 
that hurt us and the things that helped us cannot be separated from each other.  We must try to see 
the loving hand of God in all that has brought us to where we are now.  Above all, it is important to 
remember not all that has happened to us is determined by God’s will, but everything in our lives is 
encompassed by God’s love. 

 We can refurbish our hearts by trying to be present to each moment and open our hearts to receive 
all the blessings that surround us - beauty, love, kindness, to take time out from our busy schedules 
and spend some time in quiet, in stillness and in prayer.  A quiet place enables us to calm our restless 
heart, to rest our weary heart, to re-focus our scattered heart and to heal our wounded heart. 

 Conscious of the presence of God in our hearts, we can always be assured that at every moment of 
our lives especially in the difficult moments, God is holding our heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Blessed are you who recognise that you are a living temple holding God’s presence. 
Blessed are you who are open-hearted to receive the beauty and the gifts of life. 

Blessed are you who live from the heart. 
Blessed are you who are aware that God’s love shines in your heart. 

Blessed are you who know that God is holding your heart. 


